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On negative Cronbach al pha coefficient and split-half reliability coefficient

X1 Zhong-en, WAN G Shurryu
(College of Foreign Languages, Chongging Universty of Posts and Telecommunications, Chongging 400065, P. R. China)

Abstract : This paper discusses the phenomena of negative reliability , pointing out that when Cronbach apha coeffi-
cient or split-half reliability coefficient is negative, the prototype formulae for Cronbach alpha and the Searman

Brown prophecy formula will become invalid. The paper analyzes the cause of the phenomena and their respective
substitutesin this case.
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